Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life Thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life Thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changest Thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee.
(repeat verse 1)
Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908)

Prayer:

Memory Verse:

The Lord said to Abram:

"l will make you into a great nation and | will bless you...
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
Genesis 12:2-3

Prayer:

Before the throne of God above

| have a strong, a perfect plea:

a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands,

my name is written on His heart;

I know that while in heaven He stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look, and see Him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;

for God, the Just, is satisfied

to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there! the risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable | AM,
the King of glory and of grace!
One with Himself, | cannot die;
my soul is purchased by His blood;
my life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ, my Saviour and my God.
Charitie L De Chenez (1841-1923)

Reading: Joshua chapters 16 & 17

16:1-5a The lot fell to the children of Joseph from the Jordan,
by Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on the east, to the
wilderness that goes up from Jericho through the mountains to
Bethel, 2 then went out from Bethel to Luz, passed along to the
border of the Archites at Ataroth, 3 and went down westward
to the boundary of the Japhletites, as far as the boundary of
Lower Beth Horon to Gezer; and it ended at the sea. # So the
children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their
inheritance.

5The border of the children of Ephraim, according to their
families , was thus ...

16:10 And they did not drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in
Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites to this
day and have become forced labourers.

17:3-4 But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead,
the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only
daughters. And these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah,
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 And they came near
before Eleazar the priest, before Joshua the son of Nun, and
before the rulers, saying, "The LORD commanded Moses to
give us an inheritance among our brothers." Therefore,
according to the commandment of the LORD, he gave them an
inheritance among their father's brothers.

14-18 Then the children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying,
"Why have you given us only one lot and one share to inherit,
since we are a great people, inasmuch as the LORD has
blessed us until now?"

15 So Joshua answered them, "If you are a great people, then
go up to the forest country and clear a place for yourself there
in the land of the Perizzites and the giants, since the
mountains of Ephraim are too confined for you."

16 But the children of Joseph said, "The mountain country is
not enough for us; and all the Canaanites who dwell in the land
of the valley have chariots of iron, both those who are of Beth
Shean and its towns and those who are of the Valley of
Jezreel."

17 And Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim
and Manasseh—saying, "You are a great people and have
great power; you shall not have only one lot, 18 but the
mountain country shall be yours. Although it is wooded, you
shall cut it down, and its farthest extent shall be yours; for you
shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots
and are strong."

Sermon: ‘How to make the most of the times.’

O great God of highest heaven,
occupy my lowly heart.

Own it all and reign supreme,
conquer every rebel power.

Let no vice or sin remain

that resists Your holy war.

You have loved and purchased me,
make me Yours forevermore.

| was blinded by my sin,

had no ears to hear Your voice,
did not know Your love within,

had no taste for heaven’s joys.
Then Your Spirit gave me life,
opened up Your Word to me
through the gospel of Your Son,
gave me endless hope and peace.

Help me now to live a life
that’'s dependent on Your grace.
Keep my heart and guard my soul
from the evils that | face.
You are worthy to be praised
with my every thought and deed.
O great God of highest heaven,
glorify Your Name through me.
(repeat last four lines)
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