
Carol Service Sunday 20th December 2020  
at 10.30 
 
 
Welcome and announcements:  
 
 
 
Bible reading: Isaiah chapter 9 verses 2 – 7 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
Have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of 
death, 
Upon them a light has shined. 

3 You have multiplied the nation 
And increased its joy; 
They rejoice before You 
According to the joy of harvest, 
As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 
4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden 
And the staff of his shoulder, 
The rod of his oppressor, 
As in the day of Midian. 
5 For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, 
And garments rolled in blood, 
Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace 
There will be no end, 
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice 
From that time forward, even forever. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

 

 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!’ 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 

With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

 
Hark! The herald angels sing: 
‘Glory to the new-born King! 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings, 
Mild, He lays His glory by; 

Born that men no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth; 
Born to give them second birth. 

Charles Wesley, 1707-88 

 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
 
Bible reading: Micah chapter 5 verses 2 – 4 
 
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Though you are little among the thousands of 
Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
Whose goings forth are from of old, 
From everlasting.” 

3 Therefore He shall give them up, 
Until the time that she who is in labour has given 
birth; 
Then the remnant of His brethren 
Shall return to the children of Israel. 
4 And He shall stand and feed His flock 
In the strength of the LORD, 
In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God; 
And they shall abide, 
For now He shall be great 
To the ends of the earth. 

 

 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 



How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming; 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 

Phillips Brooks, 1835-93 

 
Children’s talk:  
“What’s in a name?” – Immanuel  
 
 
Bible reading: Luke chapter 1 verses 26 – 35 
 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, 
the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly 
favoured one, the Lord is with 
you; blessed are you among women!” 

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his 
saying, and considered what manner of greeting 
this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His 
name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give 
Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I do not know a man?” 

35 And the angel answered and said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest will overshadow you; 
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born 
will be called the Son of God. 

 

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round you virgin, mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Saviour is born. 
Christ the Saviour is born. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus Lord at thy birth. 
Jesus Lord at thy birth. 

Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 

 
Bible reading: Luke chapter 2 verses 1 – 7 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree 
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This census first took 
place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all 
went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with 
child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the 
days were completed for her to be 
delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 

 
 

Once in royal David’s city, 
Stood a lowly cattle-shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed. 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 

And His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars His children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around. 

Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95 

 

 



 

Bible reading Luke chapter 2 verses 8 – 20 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds 
living out in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to 
you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths, lying in a manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying: 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from 
them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 And they came with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe 
lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had 
seen Him, they made widely known the saying 
which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And 
all those who heard it marvelled at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But 
Mary kept all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

 

 
Angels, from the realms of Glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Heralds of creation’s story 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 

Come and worship 
Christ, the new-born King. 

Come and worship 
Worship Christ the new-born King. 

 
Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant-light: 

 
Though an infant now we view Him, 
He will share His Father’s throne, 

Gather all the nations to Him; 
Every knee shall then bow down: 

James Montgomery, 1771-1854 

 
 
Message: “Why Jesus is the best gift ever.” 
 
 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels; 

 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, 
Light of light, 

Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 

Begotten, not created: 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God 

In the highest: 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born that happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing: 
Latin, 17th century  

Translated by Frederick Oakley, 1802-80 

 
 
 

 
Closing prayer 

 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to St Helen’s Bishopsgate for hymns 1, 2, 4, 5 
and 6.  
Phil Moore and Cornerstone Church in 
Nottingham for hymn 3 
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