Sunday 21 March 2021 at 10.30

Welcome and Announcements:

To God be the glory, great things He has
done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in:

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;
and give Him the glory,
great things He has done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God!
the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives:

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;
and give Him the glory,
great things He has done!

Great things He has taught us, great things He
has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son.
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see:

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;
and give Him the glory,
great things He has done!

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915)
Prayer

Children’s Talk:

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my all in all,
here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones He came to save:
till on that cross as Jesus died,
the wrath of God was satisfied-
for every sin on Him was laid;
here in the death of Christ | live.

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am His and He is mine-
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath,

Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from His hand;
till He returns or calls me home,

here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
Stuart Townend b 1963
© 2001 Thankyou Music

Bible Reading: Acts 10 verses 1-23

10 There was a certain man in Caesarea called
Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the
Italian Regiment, ?a devout man and one

who feared God with all his household, who
gave alms generously to the people, and prayed
to God always. 2 About the ninth hour of the

day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God
coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and
said, “What is it, lord?”



So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms
have come up for a memorial before

God. ®*Now send men to Joppa, and send for
Simon whose surname is Peter. ¢ He is lodging
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the
sea. He will tell you what you must do.” ” And
when the angel who spoke to him had departed,
Cornelius called two of his household servants
and a devout soldier from among those who
waited on him continually.  So when he had
explained all these things to them, he sent them
to Joppa.

9The next day, as they went on their journey and
drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop
to pray, about the sixth hour. ° Then he became
very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they
made ready, he fell into a trance *and saw
heaven opened and an object like a great sheet
bound at the four corners, descending to him and
let down to the earth. *2In it were all kinds of four-
footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping
things, and birds of the air. ** And a voice came to
him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For | have never
eaten anything common or unclean.”

15 And a voice spoke to him again the second
time, “What God has cleansed you must not call
common.” 1 This was done three times. And the
object was taken up into heaven again.

17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what
this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the
men who had been sent from Cornelius had
made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before
the gate. 8 And they called and asked whether
Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging
there.

1 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit
said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking

you. % Arise therefore, go down and go with them,
doubting nothing; for | have sent them.”

2 Then Peter went down to the men who had
been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, |
am he whom you seek. For what reason have you
come?”

22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just
man, one who fears God and has a good
reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was
divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you
to his house, and to hear words from

you.” 2 Then he invited them in and lodged them.

On the next day Peter went away with them, and
some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

Prayer:

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You

to receive the food of Your holy word.

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

that the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
all Your purposes, for Your glory.

Teach us Lord full obedience,
holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
in the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise
cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.
Words of power that can never fail;
let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
that will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises;
and by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built

and the earth is filled with Your glory.
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
© 2005 Thankyou Music

Bible reading: Acts 10 verses 24-48

24 And the following day they entered Caesarea.
Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had
called together his relatives and close

friends. 2° As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met
him and fell down at his feet and

worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up,

saying, “Stand up; | myself am also a man.” 2 And
as he talked with him, he went in and found many
who had come together. 28 Then he said to them,
“You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to
keep company with or go to one of another
nation. But God has shown me that | should not
call any man common or unclean. ?° Therefore |
came without objection as soon as | was sent for.
| ask, then, for what reason have you sent for
me?”

30350 Cornelius said, “Four days ago | was fasting
until this hour; and at the ninth hour | prayed in
my house, and behold, a man stood before me in
bright clothing, 3! and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer
has been heard, and your alms are remembered
in the sight of God. *2 Send therefore to Joppa
and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He
is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the
sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.” **So |
sent to you immediately, and you have done well
to come. Now therefore, we are all present before



God, to hear all the things commanded you by
God.”

34Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth
| perceive that God shows no partiality. 3 But in
every nation whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him. 3¢ The word
which God sent to the children of

Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He
is Lord of all— *" that word you know, which was
proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from
Galilee after the baptism which John

preached: *® how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with

Him. *° And we are witnesses of all things which
He did both in the land of the Jews and in
Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a
tree. “*Him God raised up on the third day, and
showed Him openly, ! not to all the people, but to
witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who
ate and drank with Him after He arose from the
dead. 2 And He commanded us to preach to the
people, and to testify that it is He who was
ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the
dead. “* To Him all the prophets witness that,
through His name, whoever believes in Him will
receive remission of sins.”

44While Peter was still speaking these words, the
Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the

word. *® And those of the circumcision who
believed were astonished, as many as came with
Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out on the Gentiles also. “¢ For they heard
them speak with tongues and magnify God.

Then Peter answered, 4’ “Can anyone forbid

water, that these should not be baptized who
have received the Holy Spirit just as

we have?” 8 And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they

asked him to stay a few days.

Message: “Are you really a Christian?”

Prayer.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now I’'m found,
was blind, but now | see.

‘twas grace that taught my heart to fear
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour | first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
| have already come;
‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

Yes, when this heart and flesh shall fail
and mortal life shall cease,
| shall possess within the vell
a life of joy and peace.

When I've been there a thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
I've no less days to sing God's praise

than when | first begun.
John Newton (1725-1807)

Close
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