Sunday, 2nd May 2021 at 10:30

Welcome & announcements:

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and king,
the triumphs of His grace!
My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad,
the honours of Your name.
Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease—
tis music in the sinner’s ears,
tis life, and health, and peace.
He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.
He speaks, and, listening to His voice,
new life the dead receive,
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.
Hear Him, you deaf, His praise you dumb,
your loosened tongues employ
you blind, behold your Saviour come,
and leap you lame for joy!
Look unto Him, you nations own
your God, you fallen race;
look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Jesus is Lord - the tomb is gloriously empty!
Not even death could crush this King of love!
The price is paid, the chains are loosed, and we're
forgiven,
and we can run into the arms of God.
‘Jesus is Lord' - a shout of joy, a cry of anguish,
as He returns, and every knee bows low.
Then every eye and every heart will see His glory,
the Judge of all will take His children home.
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Bible reading: Luke 15v1-10
1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near
to Him to hear Him.
2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying,
"This Man receives sinners and eats with them."
3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying:
4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he
loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he
finds it?
5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbours, saying to them, 'Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'
7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninetynine just persons who need no repentance.
8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses
one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and
search carefully until she finds it?
9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and
neighbours together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I
have found the piece which I lost!'
10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

Charles Wesley (1707-88) Prayer:

Prayer:
Children’s talk:

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
to receive the food of Your holy word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
that the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
all Your purposes, for Your glory.

‘Jesus is Lord' - the cry that echoes through
creation;
resplendent power, eternal Word, our Rock.
The Son of God, the King whose glory fills the heavens, Teach us Lord full obedience,
holy reverence, true humility.
yet bids us come to taste this living Bread.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
in the radiance of Your purity.
Jesus is Lord - whose voice sustains the star and
Cause our faith to rise
planets,
cause our eyes to see
yet in His wisdom laid aside His crown.
Your majestic love and authority.
Jesus the Man, who washed our feet, who bore our
Words of power that can never fail;
suffering,
let their truth prevail over unbelief.
became a curse to bring salvation's plan.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
that will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises;
and by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built
and the earth is filled with Your glory.

devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the
fatted calf for him.'
31 "And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me,
and all that I have is yours.
32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad,
for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was
lost and is found.' "
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Sermon:
‘Lost and found!’
Bible reading: Luke 15v11-32
11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons.
12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father,
give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he
divided to them his livelihood.
13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered
all together, journeyed to a far country, and there
wasted his possessions with prodigal living.
14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe
famine in that land, and he began to be in want.
15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that
country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.
16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with
the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him
anything.
17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many
of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger!
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,
19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Make me like one of your hired servants." '
20 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he
was still a great way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed
him.
21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer
worthy to be called your son.'
22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet.
23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us
eat and be merry;
24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.
25 "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came
and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing.
26 So he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant.
27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and
because he has received him safe and sound, your
father has killed the fatted calf.'
28 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore
his father came out and pleaded with him.
29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these
many years I have been serving you; I never
transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet
you never gave me a young goat, that I might make
merry with my friends.
30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has

Closing prayer:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
as long as life endures.
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
and mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil,
a life of joy and peace.
When I’ve been there a thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
I’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when I first begun.
John Newton (1725-1807)
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